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While speaking about the various libraries receiving a Treasury
grant in lieu of their lost copyright privilege, Edwards urged the
wisdom and justice of making these libraries more accessible to
the public. The fact that these libraries were in receipt of public
money annually for the purchase of works was, in his opinion, a
very strong reason why the public should be allowedfreeaccess to
them. He therefore recommended that: "There should be an en-
tire revision of the conditions on which Treasury grants are
accorded, requiring that accessibility should be made an indis-
pensable condition of such grants, and that the libraries receiving
them should be placed under some definite supervision and res-
ponsibility."1

To supplement this evidence, the Commission, in their report
to the House of Commons on 23 July 1849, added a list of the
copyright libraries and of those receiving an annual grantf romthe
Treasury in lieu of their privilege, together with the suggestion
that: "In the absence of any valid reason to the contrary, these
libraries thus privileged were bound to make some requital to the
public by throwing their literary treasures (so far as they reason-
ably can do so) open."2

The next stage in this history is the year 1864. At the close of
the previous parliamentary session, Adam Black, an eminent pub-
lisher from Edinburgh, had pleaded in Parliament for the drawing
up of a Bill for the amendment and consolidation of the copyright
acts. The Government having announced that they did not intend
to bring in such a Bill,3 Black was obliged to perform the task him-
self , which he describ ed as "a much tougher job than I expected.**4
Black sought the advice and aid of the British Museum officials,5
and the Bill was presented on 6 April 1864. By this Bill five copies
of the first edition of every new book, printed on the best paper,
were required to be deposited on registration of the woric at
Stationers' Hall for the use of the following libraries:

The British Museum;

The Bodleian Library, Oxford;

The University Library, Cambridge;

1 Ut supra, p. 32.
1 Ut supra, p. v.
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